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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search repon under Rule 46(1} 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee In force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR B69,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
Thie applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also O J EPO 06/1 999, 405. 

The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
LJ present communication. 

Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited In the European search repon is (are) enclosed 
as well. 




Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to th contrary, tha search f s(s) will b debited n 
the fast day of the p riod for payment For further details see the Arrangements f r th automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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US 5 246 734 A (MICHAEL KEITH W ET AL) 
21 September 1993 (1993-09-21) 

* column 6 P line 52-63; claims 1,2; 
examples 1-4 * 

US 4 418 984 A (BLAIR GEORGE R ET AL) 
6 December 1983 (1983-12-06) 

* column 2. line 41 - column 3, line 18; 
claims 1,2,27-35 * . 

US 3 94G 357 A (FAHEY DENNIS M) 
24 February 1976 (1976-92-24) 

* column 2» line 26-44; claims 1-12 * 

US 5 595 793 A (NEUBERGER WOLFGANG ET AL) 
21 January 1997 (1997-01-21) 

* column 2, line 41-55; claims 1-5; 
examples 1,2 * 
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The Sean* Division considers that tha present European patent application fees net comply with 
the requirements of unity of Invention and relates to several Inventions or groups at inventions, 
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Jjji European Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
Mffl Office SHEET B EP 98 91 8981 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of .inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-11 



The subject-matter of independent claim 1 and respective 
claims (claims 2-11) is concentrated on a METHOD OF COATING 
on a non-planar substrate (fibers) wherein 

- a non directional gaseous deposition technique (CVD) 
in .combination with ' 

- a substantially static deposition geometry of the 
substrate (fiber) is used and wherein, 
especially ZnO is used as coating material. 

The core of the invention provides a specific coating method 
to achieve a substantially continous circumferential coating 
of the non-planar substrate. 



2. Claim : 12 



The subject-matter of independent claim 12 is concentrated 
on a RECEPTACLE for optical fibers which comprises 

- a substantially planar heating surface and 

- a clamping means for clamping the fibers onto the heating 
surface* 

The core of the invention provides a receptacle which clumps 
the fiber at one end of the heating surface during the 
deposition of the coating such that any movement of the 
free end of the fiber is limited. 

3. Claims: 13-15 

The subject-matter of independent claim 13 and respective 
claims (claims 14-15) is concentrated on an acusto-optical 
PHASE MODULATOR having a specific high efficentcy. 

The core of the invention provides an acusto-optic phase 
modulator exhibiting increased phase modulation 
charactersti cs . 

The present application with the amended claims attached to the I PER 
lacks unity since three unrelated inventions are claimed. Neither the 
combination of the essential features nor the inherent problems to be 
solved (and consequently also the corresponding solutions thereof) of 
groups of invention are linked as to from a single general iventive 
concept. Furthermore there is no technical connection within the 
solutions of the different inventions which gives expression to common 
inventive features. 

It is stated that common features within the groups of invention which 
are already known by the sate of the art, for instance the "method of 
coating 0 (each group falls within the scope of this expression) cannot 
per se justify the single general inventive concept. 
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US 4418984 



06-12-1983 



AU 
AU 
DE 
EP 
OP 
OP 
NO 
NO 
W0 



555513 B 
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24-02-1976 
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US 3852051 A 
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t For mora details about this annex : see Official Journal ol the European Patent Office, No. 1 2/82 
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